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observant Sergeant Fuziah followed them, and reported that
they had primed their guns from the long powder-horns they
wore at their waists.

Major M-----and I consulted together hurriedly ; we were

alone, without an interpreter, and consequently without any
means of communicating with these people and explaining
to them the friendliness of our intentions or the enormity of
their conduct. Their object was evidently to capture us, alive
if possible, dead if it must be, but in any case to plunder us
of all we had; and yet it seemed almost impossible to give
up our enterprise when we were on the very threshold of success,
It was heart-breaking.

As we were thus conversing, I saw one of the Shendus from
behind a tree deliberately raise his piece and cover my com-
panion M-----. Sergeant Fuziah, with admirable prompti-
tude, raised his rifle and covered that particular Shendii, who
thereupon lowered his gun, and scratched his head in an atti-
tude of embarrassment. At the same time a hideous old
grey-bearded Shendu, who, with smiles and gestures (reminding
<>ne of the old nursery rhyme respecting Mrs. Bond and her
ducks, ** Dilly, dflly, dilly, come and be killed ;;), had been

inspecting the rifle of one of M-----?s orderlies, with a quick

jerk attempted to wrest it away. There was no longer the
faintest doubt as to their intentions, and I said to my friend

M-----, " Fate is against us, my boy.   We shall be surrounded

and disarmed if we stay here much longer/'

M----- gave the order to make ready, and with levelled

guns, but without firing, we slowly retreated. Seeing our
threatening attitude, the Shendus at once took cover, and
whether it was that they feared to expose themselves, or whether
they had orders to take us alive, I know not, but no shot was
fired. We, on our side, had no desire to commence hostilities
or to waste our ammunition, so we slowly retired, presenting
: a firm front with levelled guns.

" Sahib/' said Fuziah^ " they are outflanking us,"   And so

;was, for on our right and left we saw through the trees the1 ;i
of Shendils swiftly running,

on, the jungle grew more dense* and we av
, ma also; as last as we could,-  I

